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Chair of Trustees 

/�ŵŽǀĞĚ�ƚŽ�dŽƌƋƵĂǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�>ŽŶĚŽŶ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϴϴ�ĂŶĚ�ũŽŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�dŽƌƋƵĂǇ��ŽǇƐ͛�
Grammar School Parents Association. I became Chair of the Association 
leaving in in 1991. 
/�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�Ă�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŽƌ�Ăƚ�dŽƌƋƵĂǇ��ŽǇƐ͛�'ƌĂŵŵĂƌ�School in 1991 and a 
trustee when the Multi-Academy Trust was formed.  I was previously 
Vice-Chair of the Trust before being selected as Chair in 2020. 
In 1995 I became Chair of the newly formed TBGS Charitable Trust; this 
trust is dedicated to overseeing fundraising for Capitol development.  
In 1999 I was elected as a Torbay Councillor and held the Portfolio for 
Education later adding the one for Tourism. I held both of these before 
becoming Mayoress in 2003/2004. 
I have had a lifelong interest in education and child welfare and, before 
retiring, was the Manager of Relate South Devon; a service dedicated to 
community and family support. 

 
 

 
Chris Linton 

Vice-Chair of Trustees 
 

/�ŐƌĞǁ�ƵƉ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ĂƌĞĂ�ĂƚƚĞŶĚŝŶŐ�dŽƌƋƵĂǇ��ŽǇƐ͛�'ƌĂŵŵĂƌ�^ĐŚŽŽů�ŝŶ�
the late ϵϬ͛Ɛ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�>Ăǁ�Ăƚ�<ŝŶŐƐƚŽŶ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚŝŶŐ�
my Post Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice at Plymouth University. I 
returned to Devon in January 2010 upon qualification as a solicitor.  
I am a partner at Wollens Solicitors. I am a Full member of the Society 
of Trust and Estate Practitioners. I am involved in the training and 
mentoring of young lawyers and am very keen to encourage others into 
the profession. I work with local education providers to provide 
guidance and advice to those interested in a career in law. I am 
passionate ensuring that young people, whatever their backgrounds are 
provided with the tools to achieve their goals. 
/�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�Ă�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŽƌ�Ăƚ�dŽƌƋƵĂǇ��ŽǇƐ͛�'ƌĂŵŵĂƌ�^ĐŚŽŽů�ŝŶ�
2017, am a past chair of both the Personnel and Finance committees 
and in 2020 was appointed Vice-Chair of governors. I became a trustee 
of the Multi-Academy Trust in 2018 and in 2020 was appointed Vice-
Chair.  I am a trustee for the Torbay Medical Research Fund, which 
funds research into local medical projects, and I am also the present 
Honorary Secretary of the Torquay Old Grammarians Society. 
I am a member of the Executive Committee of Torbay Business Forum 
and the League Liaison for Torbay Hockey Club. 
In my spare time, I enjoy time with my young family in and around the 
beautiful county of Devon, classical music, musical theatre, raising 
money for local charities and watching sports, particularly cricket and 
American Football. 

 

 
Leo Critchlow 

Trustee 
 
 

Born and educated locally at Cockington Primary and Audley Park 
School followed by a Foundation course at SDTC Art school and some 
years later distance learning at Hereford College for various Hotel and 
Catering courses.  
Currently Vice Chair of Torquay Academy Governing Body and Chair of 
the HR and Safeguarding committee taking a special interest in 
Safeguarding and looked after children. 
From 1999 I was employed as a Project Officer by Devon County Council 
representing the client, working in the Built Environment team. My 
work was directly associated with the delivery of major capital school 
projects including new primary, special schools and the new Cranbrook 
community school provision in East Devon. I worked with school 
stakeholders, local authorities, technical design and construction team 
members. Prior to this I was employed within the catering service for 
schools, covering the whole of Devon.  
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